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KE  6.3.  ONS

12:00Helsingin tuomiokirkko Helsingfors domkyrka

The Helsinki Organ Festival is being held in its current form for the fifth time, 
but it builds on a tradition spanning several decades. The Organum Socie-
ty, which organizes the Helsinki Organ Festival, already arranged organ art 
weeks at least in the 1980s, and the series of regular Helsinki Organ Days 
held in March began in 1996. Even earlier, concerts had been organized at 
the same time of year in connection with the association’s annual meetings.

Founded in 1964, the Organum Society is a nationwide association dedi-
cated to promoting and developing the art of the organ. We organize con-
certs, courses and seminars, publish literature on organ-related topics, and 
bring together everyone interested in organ art.

With more than 60 years of history, the Organum Society has played an 
important role as a forum for discussion and as a cultural influencer in the 
development of Finnish organ art. Our membership includes professional 
organists, organ students, organ composers, organ builders, as well as re-
searchers and enthusiasts of organ art.

The Organum Society is open to anyone interested in organ art and, 
according to its statutes, is independent of, for example, church denomi-
nations and music institutions. We work to preserve historically valuable 
organs and offer our expertise in various projects related to organs.

As a member of the Organum Society, you will receive the Organum ma-
gazine three to four times a year. Its articles cover a wide range of current 
topics in organ music, organ building, and organ performance. 
The society also sells its own publications and recordings, which 
you can explore in more detail on the Publications page.

You can easily become a member of the society by filling in 
the membership form at www.organum.fi/jaseneksi and paying 
the current year’s membership fee to the society’s account.

The membership fee for 2026 is €45. Students, pensioners 
and family members of society members can pay a reduced 
membership fee of €25. Lifetime membership in the society 
can be obtained by paying ten times the current membership 
fee (€450). Payment instructions are provided together with the 
membership form.

ORGANUM.FI

ORGANUM
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Yhteistyössä:

LÖR  7.3.

Richard Strauss (1864–1949) 
	 Also sprach Zarathustra, op. 30 arr. Aleksanteri Wallius 
	 I. Prelude – Sonnenaufgang (Soluppgång)

Hans Zimmer (f. 1957)
	 Interstellar Suite (arr. Richard McVeigh)
	 I. Stay
	 II. Cornfield Chase
	 III. Dust / Day One
	 IV. No Time for Caution

Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877–1933)
	 Trois Impressions, op. 73
	 II. Clair de lune (Månsken)
	 III. La Nuit (Natt)

Jean-Baptiste Robin (f. 1976)
	 Trois études vers l’infini (Tre etyder mot oändligheten)
	 I. Laniakea
	 II. Rayons célestes (Norrsken)
	 III. Météores (Meteoriter)

John Williams (f. 1932)
	 Star Wars 
	 – Imperial March
	 – Princess Leia’s Theme
	 – Throne Room and Finale

Aleksanteri Wallius, urut

Johanneskyrkan  18.00

I samarbete:
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Yhteistyössä:

SAT  7.3.

Richard Strauss (1864–1949) 
	 Also sprach Zarathustra, op. 30 arr. Aleksanteri Wallius 
	 I. Prelude – Sonnenaufgang (Sunrise)

Hans Zimmer (b. 1957)
	 Interstellar Suite (arr. Richard McVeigh)
	 I. Stay
	 II. Cornfield Chase
	 III. Dust / Day One
	 IV. No Time for Caution

Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877–1933)
	 Trois Impressions, op. 73
	 II. Clair de lune (Moonlight)
	 III. La Nuit (Night)

Jean-Baptiste Robin (b. 1976)
	 Trois études vers l’infini (Three Etudes for the eternity)
	 I. Laniakea
	 II. Rayons célestes (Nordic Lights)
	 III. Météores (Meteors)

John Williams (b. 1932)
	 Star Wars 
	 – Imperial March
	 – Princess Leia’s Theme
	 – Throne Room and Finale

Aleksanteri Wallius, organ

St. John’s CHurch  18.00

In cooperation:
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ALEKSANTERI
WALLIUS

Aleksanteri Wallius (f. 1999) är en mångsidig finländsk 
konsertorganist. Han har studerat i magisterprogram-
met i orgel vid Sibelius-Akatemin under ledning av 

Markku Hietaharju och Markku Mäkinen. I januari 2023 vann 
Wallius första pris i den 23:e internationella orgeltävlingen i 
Wiesbaden (”Bach Prize”). Sommaren 2025 var han finalist, 
mottagare av publikpriset och en av de tre främsta deltagar-
na i den 33:e St. Albans International Organ Competition, som 
anses vara världens mest prestigefyllda orgeltävling. Han har 
dessutom varit finalist i två betydande amerikanska orgeltäv-
lingar (Longwood Gardens, Elizabeth B. Stephens Organ Com-
petition).

Wallius konserterar regelbundet runt om i Europa både 
som solist och i samarbete med körer och olika ensembler. 
Bland höjdpunkterna märks framträdanden som solist i 
Saint-Saëns orgelsymfoni med Estonian National Symphony 
Orchestra (ERSO) samt i Rautavaaras orgelkonsert med Aca-
demy Winds.

Säsongen 2024–2025 omfattar engagemang i konserthu-
set i Bamberg, Helsingfors Musikhus, Basilique Saint-Ouen 

samt Storkyrkan.
Han har deltagit i mästarkurser för lärare såsom Thier-

ry Escaich, Olivier Latry, Nathan Laube, Jean Guillou, Ton 
Koopman och Thomas Trotter.

Wallius har ett särskilt intresse för symfonisk orgel-
musik från 1800- och 1900-talen samt för att arrangera 
och framföra transkriptioner. Hösten 2020 framförde 

han samtliga sex orgelsymfonier av Louis Vierne under en 
och samma dag i Åbo domkyrka. I juni 2025 urupp-

fördes hans transkription av Carl Orffs Carmina 
Burana för orgel, kör, slagverk och solister in-

för en utsåld publik i Helsingfors Musikhus.
Han bedriver för närvarande konstnär-

liga påbyggnadsstudier (”Meisterklasse”) 
vid Hochschule für Musik und Theater 
Leipzig under ledning av professor Martin 
Schmeding.
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ALEKSANTERI
WALLIUS

Aleksanteri Wallius (b. 1999) is a versatile Finnish concert 
organist. He studied in the Master´s programme in Or-
gan Performance at the Sibelius Academy under the gui-

dance of Markku Hietaharju and Markku Mäkinen. In January 
2023, Wallius won the First Prize at 23rd International Organ 
Competition in Wiesbaden (Bach Prize). In the summer of 2025, 
he was a finalist, audience prize winner, and one of the top 
three competitors at the 33rd St. Albans International Organ 
Competition, considered the most prestigious organ competi-
tion in the world. He has also been a finalist in two major Ame-
rican organ competitions (Longwood Gardens, Elizabeth B. Ste-
phens organ competition).

Wallius performs regularly as a solo recitalist across Europe, 
as well as in collaboration with choirs and various ensembles. 
Highlights include soloist performances of Saint-Saens Organ 
Symphony with the Estonian National Symphony Orchestra 
(ERSO) and Rautavaara´s Organ Concerto with Academy Winds.

The 2024-2025 season features engagements at the Bam-
berg Concert Hall, Helsinki Music Centre, Basilica of St. Ouen 

in Rouen and Stockholm Cathedral.
He has attended masterclasses by teachers such as 

Thierry Escaich, Olivier Latry, Nathan Laube, Jean Guillou, 
Ton Koopman and Thomas Trotter.

Wallius has a particular passion for symphonic organ 
music from the 19th and 20th centuries, as well as for 
arranging and performing transcriptions. In the autumn 

of 2020, he performed all six organ symphonies by Louis 
Vierne in a single day at Turku Cathedral. In June 2025, 

his transcription of Carl Orff´s Carmina Burana 
for organ, choir, percussion, and soloist was 

premiered to a sold-out audience at the Hel-
sinki Music Centre.

He is currently pursuing advanced artis-
tic studies (”Meisterklasse”) at the Universi-
ty of Music and Theatre Leipzig under the 
direction of Professor Martin Schmeding.
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Kvällens konsert erbjuder en mångsidig kavalkad av rymdinspirerad mu-
sik. När jag planerade programmet började legendariska filmslingor 
från Star Wars och Interstellar klinga i mitt inre. Jag beslöt att rama in 

programmet med dessa verk – de leder lyssnaren in i ett filmiskt rymdland-
skap och passar samtidigt festivalens arrangemangstema.

Vi styr mot rymden med den storslagna inledningen till Richard Strauss’ 
symfoniska dikt Also sprach Zarathustra. Det berömda avsnittet ”Sonne-
naufgang” (Soluppgång) är särskilt känt från filmen 2001: A Space Odyssey.

Sömlöst övergår vi till musik ur filmen Interstellar. Musiken är kompone-
rad av Hans Zimmer, och orgelpartierna spelades in i Temple Church, Lon-
don. Zimmer är en av vår tids mest kända filmtonsättare: han har bland 
annat belönats med två Oscar och fyra Grammy samt komponerat musik 
till filmer som Lejonkungen, Dune, Pirates of the Caribbean och The Dark 
Knight Trilogy.

Vid sidan av arrangemangen hör vi två satser ur Trois Impressions av 
Sigfrid Karg-Elert. Hans musik är starkt impressionistisk och utnyttjar or-
gelns rika och nyansrika klangpalett, och lämpar sig särskilt väl för Johan-
neskyrkans orgel. I det nationalistiska Tyskland under 1920- och 30-talen 
nådde han ingen större popularitet, utan rönte framgång främst utanför 
hemlandet, särskilt i Storbritannien och USA, delvis tack vare de franska in-
fluenserna i hans stil.

Trois études vers l’infini av Jean-Baptiste Robin är komponerad på bestäl-
lning av St Albans International Organ Festival. Verket består av tre etyder, 
som var och en utvecklar olika tekniska och uttrycksmässiga färdigheter hos 
organisten.

”Laniakea” syftar på den enorma galaxsuperhop som även vår egen Vin-
tergata tillhör. Enligt tonsättaren är satsens syfte att ”öppna fingrarna” och 
skapa en avslappnad, flödande klang.

 ”Rayons célestes” (Norrsken) tränar långa och korta drillar som skimrar 
likt ljusen på den nordliga himlen.

 ”Météores” (Meteoriter) är en snabb och energisk final, vars rytmiska och 
klara textur framhäver briljans och virtuositet.

Konserten avslutas med musik från galaxens mest avlägsna slagfält. 
Filmserien Star Wars, komponerad av John Williams, är en av filmhistoriens 
mest ikoniska milstolpar inom filmmusiken. Williams symfoniska stil hämtar 
näring ur senromantikens och de stora orkesterkompositörernas tradition. 
Som avslutning hör vi den storslagna ”Imperial March”, den lyriska ”Princess 
Leia’s Theme” samt den festliga ”Throne Room and Finale”.

Aleksanteri Wallius
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The evening’s concert offers a diverse selection of space-themed music. 
While planning the program, legendary film scores from Star Wars and 
Interstellar began to resonate in my mind. I decided to frame the pro-

gram with these works – they lead the listener into a cinematic space lands-
cape while also fitting the festival’s theme of arrangements.

We set our course for outer space with the majestic opening of Richard 
Strauss’s tone poem Also sprach Zarathustra. Its famous “Sonnenaufgang” 
(Sunrise) is particularly known from the film 2001: A Space Odyssey.

Seamlessly, we move to music from the film Interstellar. The score was 
composed by Hans Zimmer, and the organ parts were recorded at Temple 
Church, London. Zimmer is one of the most renowned film composers of 
our time: he has won, among other awards, two Academy Awards and four 
Grammy Awards, and has composed music for films such as The Lion King, 
Dune, Pirates of the Caribbean, and The Dark Knight Trilogy.

Alongside the arrangements, we will hear two movements from Trois 
Impressions by Sigfrid Karg-Elert. His music is strongly impressionistic and 
makes rich and nuanced use of the organ’s wide palette of colors, making 
it particularly well suited to the organ of St. John’s Church. In the nationalist 
climate of Germany in the 1920s and 30s, he did not enjoy great popularity 
and found greater success outside his homeland, especially in Britain and 
the United States, partly due to the French influences in his style.

Trois études vers l’infini by Jean-Baptiste Robin was commissioned by the 
St Albans International Organ Festival. The work consists of three études, 
each developing different technical and expressive aspects of the organist’s 
playing.

“Laniakea” refers to the vast supercluster of galaxies that includes our 
own Milky Way. According to the composer, the purpose of the movement is 
to “open the fingers” and create a relaxed, flowing sonority.

 “Rayons célestes” (Northern Lights) practices long and short trills that 
shimmer like the lights in the northern sky.

 “Météores” (Meteors) is a fast and energetic final movement, whose 
rhythmic and bright texture emphasizes brilliance and virtuosity.

The concert concludes with music from the most distant battlefields of 
the galaxy. The Star Wars film series, composed by John Williams, is one of 
the most iconic milestones in film music history. Williams’ symphonic style 
draws on the heritage of late Romanticism and the great orchestral compo-
sers. The evening culminates in the majestic “Imperial March,” the tender 
“Princess Leia’s Theme,” and the festive “Throne Room and Finale.”

Aleksanteri Wallius
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Helsingin 2027
urkufestivaali
Helsingfors orgelfestival • Helsinki Organ Festival

 År 2026 har festivalen stötts av: 
 In 2026, the festival has been supported by: 

Thuringens
Stiftelse

Lahden 
Ykkösapteekki Finland Oy

Vecka 10 i huvudstadsregionen 

Week 10 in the Capital Region
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  SUN | SÖN  8.3. 18.00..

Music Centre, Concert hall | Musikhuset, konsertsal
Concert | Konsert

ZUZANA FERJENČÍKOVÁ
Brilliant Organ Transcriptions
Strålande orgeltranskriptioner

Tickets | Biljetter 12,50 – 44,00 €
musiikkitalo.fi

  SAT | LÖR  7.3. 18.00..

St. John’s Church | Johanneskyrkan
Concert | Konsert

ALEKSANTERI WALLIUS
Interstellar – A Journey into Organ Space

Interstellar – En resa ut i orgelrymden

Free entry, program 15 €
Fritt inträde, program 15€

  THU | TOR  5.3. 19.30..

Kallio Church | Berghälls kyrka
Concert | Konsert

JIMI JÄRVINEN
Symphonic Sounds in Transcription
Symfonisk klang med transkriptioner

Free entry, program 15 €
Fritt inträde, program 15€

helsinkiorganfestival.fi
helsingforsorgelfestival.fi


